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| 'DENTAL CARE.
INTERVAL. AND FREQUENCY OF VISITIS

_S'ELECTED FINDINGS -

Data from  the U.'S. National Health Survey
revealed that only about one third of the population
of the United States visited tneir‘dentist within a
. one-year period, This finding was based on.data

collected in household interviews during July

1957-June 1958, ‘When-asked "How long has it
been sincé you went to a dentist?,” 23 percent of
the population respondéd with time periGds of less
than 6 months and 14 percentfrom 60 llmonths
Approxlmately 43 percent of the populanon re-
‘ported time periods of orie year Or more, w1th an
additional 18 percent 1nd1cat1ng that they had
never been to a dentist,

" Only a small propornon of . young ch11dren

and older people’ had visited their dentlst within -

the one-year period prior to 1nterv1ew but about

one half of those in the 5-24° year age range had -

been to a denust within that time perlod )

The data revealed a definite relatlonship be-
tween famlly mcome and time interval since last
dental visit. - About 54 percent of persons in fam-
ilies havmg ‘an annual mcome of $7,000 or more
. visited the dentist within the past year as com-
" pared with 19 percent of those in families having
an incéme of less than $2,000,

This report was prepared by Jane W. Bergsten,
of the U. S. National Health Survey staff.

The educational attainment of the family head
was also related to dental care, Only 17 percent
of persons in families whose head of family had

‘less than 5 years of formal schooling had visited °

the dentist within a year prior ‘to intérview ‘as

~ compared with 57 percent for members of families
_whose head of family had completed at least one

yeéar of college,

About’ 17 percent of nonwhite pérsons ;re-‘,
ported that their last dental visit was within the
year as compared- with 39 percent for white per-

sons, The proportions'of perSons who had never

been to a dentist were the reverse of these, 37
percent of the nonwhite populauon as compared
with 16 percent of the white population,

With respect to geographic region, 29 percent
of the persons in the region designated as South
visited a dentist within the past year. In the North
Central region, 38 percent reported a dental irisit
within the past year, while corresponding percents -.
for the West and Northeast were 39 and 43, re-

"spectively, Persons living in urban areas had 39

percent of their population visiting a dentist with-
in the year wh11e rural-nonfarm residents had 36
percent and rural-farm residents, 27 percent,

" During the year, July 1958-June 1959, infor-
mation was collected on the number of dental
visits a person had' made during the 12-month
period prior to the week of interview, About 60,
percent of the population reported no visits during
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the year preceding the interview while 16 percent
reported 1 dental visit. An additional 11 percent
reported 2 visits, 4 percent reported 3 visits, and
9 percent reported that they had made 4 or more

visits,

SOURCE OF DATA

The information contained in this report was .

obtained from nationwide household interviews

conducted by the U, S, National Health Survey, The
survey is continuous, each week covering a ran-
- dom sample of the civilian noninstitutional popu-
lation of the United States.” This report is based
on interviews obtained. during the period July
1957-June 1959 during which time inierviews‘were‘
.conducted in approximately . 73,000 households
throughout the country and included about 235,000
persons, ‘ . o L
A description of the survey design, methods
* used in estimation, and the general qualifications
of the datais presented in Appendix I, Particula\r

‘attention should be given to the section entitled

Reliability of Estimates, Since.the figures pre-

sented are estimates based on a sample of the

population, they are subject to sampling error,
Although the sampling errors for most of the es-
timatés presentedare of relatively low magnitude,
where an estimated number or the numerator or
denominator of a percent is small, the sampling
error may be high, ) .

Definitions of terms used in the report are
given in Appendix II, Some of the terms have
specialized meaning and -a familiarity with the
definitions wili assist the reader in interpreting
the data presented,

The pornons of the quesnonnalre dealing with
dental care are reproducedin Appendix III. Cer-
tain questions appeared on the que'stionnarire
‘during the entire two-year period July 1957-June
1959, while others appeared during only one of the
two years, Thetwo dental care questions oh which

the data presented in this report are based are

2

""How long has it been since you went to a den-
tist?," which was on the questionnaire during the

period July 1957-June 1958, and ""How maﬁy_ times

. altogether in the past 12 months did you go to a

dentist?" which was on the questionnaire during

the period July 1958-June 1959,

_ TIME INTERVAL
SIINCE LAST DENTAL VISIT
,Durmg the period July 1957-June 1958, a
representative sample of the population of the

Nation was asked ""How long has itbeen since you

* went to a dentist?." Responses to this question

1nd1cated that 23 percent of the population had
been to a dentist within the preceding 6 months, _
and 37 percent within the preceding year. Ome-
third of the population had not been to a dentist
inthe preceding 5 years, including 18 percent who
had never been to a dentist (tables 1 and 2).

_Any visit to a dentist's office for treatment
or advice was considered to be a dental visit in
the survey, even if the service was not provided
directly by a dentist hlmself but by a hyglemst
working under a dennst s superv1s1on. _

Since the data pertaining to time interval

since last dental visit were collected during the '

, course of a one-year penod they do not descnbe

the population as ofany one spec1f1c pomt in time -
but rather describe the average status of the pop-
ulation during the year of data collectlon.

The distribution of persons according to in-
terval since last dental visit varied substantially
from one age group to another, Figure 1 shows

that only 8 percent of the children under 5 years

.of age had been to a dentist within the past year,

while approximately half of those in the 5-24 year
age group had been to a dentist within that period
of time, The proportion then decreased for each
succeeding age group, reaching a low of 16 per-
cent for persons 65 years of age and over. It is
not sdrprising that about 90 percent of the chil-
dren under 5 years of age had never been toa’
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Figure 1. Percent distribution of persons by time
interval since last dental visit .according_to

age.

dentist. However, it is surprising to find a sub-
stantial proportion of those in older-age groups
falling into this category. About ‘one“quarter of
‘those 5-14 and oneé tenth of those 15-24 years of
age had never visited a dentist,

A greater proportion of fémales than of males

had visited a dentist recently (fig. 2), This dif-

Fomale %

Less thon | year 14+ years
®Unknown
- TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST DENTAL vISIT

‘Figure 2. Percent distribution of persons by. time
interval since last dental visit according to
sex. )

. - Urban

ference existed in éach of the separaté age groups,
as well as for all ages combined,’ - ;

Comparmg the three residence groups the
data show that the proportton of people who had
been to a dentist in the past year was greatest
among -urban res1dents 39 percent, and smallest
among rural-farm residents, 27 percent (fig. 3
and:tables 3 and 4). ’
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¥
Figure 3. Percent dlstrlbutlon of persons by tjme -
interval since last dental visit according to .
residence. ) . .

_“The Northeast region of the United States had

-a greater' proportion of persons who had made a

‘dental visit within a year prior to interview than

any other region, The South had the smallest
proportion while the North Central region and the
In the

South, one fourth of the population had never been

West occupied middle'positions (fig. 4).

to a dentist as compared with one eightﬁ of the

population of the Northeast Stmllar dlfferences

“occurred within the separate age groups (tables

5 and 6). . ,
- The dtfferences between the two rac1al groups

are shown in figure 5. In the white populatlon 39
‘percent-had beento the dentist within ayear prior
to interview, as compared with 17 percent of the
nonwhite population, V\T'he. figures were reversed

for the proportion of persons who had never been

3
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Region ' Less than . \ever
| year
Northeast..... 43% 3%, T :
North Central.. 38% - 6% - e,
South..... vees - 29% ‘258 T
Westoooeoennns 39%. 18%

Figure 4. Percent of persons who have visited the dentist within the past year and percent who have
o never visited the dentist according to region.

to a dentist, with 16 percent of white persons and
- 37 percent of nonwhite persons falling into this
category, The differences occurredin each of the
separate age .groupé. Among children 5-.14,years
of age, for example, 22 percent of white children
and 63 percent of nonwhite children had never

F;elcent

Race O 20 . 40 . -60 80 100

r T T T LI T T T T— 1

7 .
Nonwhite
. .Less than i+ years Never - .
{ year
-* Unknown

TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST -DENTAL VISIT

_Figure 5. Percent distribution of persons by time
interval since last dental v1s1tf‘acco;dlng to
race. . . )

been to a dentist, Among persons 15-24 years of

age, 52 percent of the white population had made

:at least one dental visit in the year prior to in-

terview as compared with 27, percent of the non-
white population (tables 7 and 8)..

The proportio,n of persons whose last dental
visit had been within the year varied markedly
with income, from a low of 19 percent among per-
sons infamilies with annual incomes under $2,000
to a high of 54 percent among persons in families.
with incomes of $7,000 or more, . The proportion
of persons who had never t.’t"ie;én_‘-'tp_'""a"' Qéhﬁst was
greatest, 24 percent, amop-g_pefgops w1th family

.incomes under $2,000 and least, 10 percent, for

pérsons in the 1$7,000 and bvei‘”AfaAm'iiyA_income

group (fig. 6). By examining the data in tables 9
“and 10, it can be seen that?r.lwdifferenées among

the income groups were consistent throughout the

different age groups in the population,
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Figure 6. Percent dlstrlbutlon
interval since last dental
family incone.

of persons by time
visit according to

When persons are classified accordingto the
educational attainment of the head of the family, a
pattern 31m1131r, to that for fam1ly income is ap-
parent, The proportlon of -persons who visited a
dentist within the year prior to interview wus
lowest, 17 percent, in the educational group with
lesé than. 5 years of school, and highest, 57 per-
cent, in the _educational group which consisted of
persons in families whose head of the family had
completed at least one year of college, The pro-
portion of persons who had never visired a oen-
tist ‘decreased ‘with increasing education from 29
percent where the head of the family had less than
’ 5 years of education to 13 percent where the head
of the family had at least 1 year of college (fig.
7). The same strong relationship between educa-
tion of f'amily. head and -time, ,interval since last
- dental visit appeared in each of the separafe age
groups (tables 11 and 12),

4 Figure 8 and tables 13 and 14 show distribu-
tions of persons by time interval since last dental
visit according to a cross-classification of family
income and education of family head. From the
data presented, it appears that both family income
and education of family head are independently

related to the dental care variable, Within in-
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.5—8 years
9—Ig years
Callege )
Less than | year
*Unknown
TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST DENTAL VISIT
Figure 7. Percent distribution of persons by tlme'

interval since last dental visit
education of: family head.

according to

come groups the proportlon of persons v1s1t1ng
a dentlst in the past year increased with educa-
tion. Within education groups, the proportion
of persons with recent dental care was directly
related to amount of family income, The propor-
tion of persons who have never visited a dentist
varied inversely with income and education within
each age group. This relatlonshlp is somewhat

obscured among all age groups combined because
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- Figure 8. Percent distribution of persons by time

1nterval since last dental visit according to )
famlly income and education of family head



of the effect of differencesin the age distributions

in the four income-education categories,

NUMBER OF DENTAL VISITS
DURING THE YEAR
During the year July 1958-June 1959 “the

questlon ""How many times altogether in the past.

12 months did you goto a dentist?" was asked. In

response to this question, 60 percent of the popu-
_lation replied that they had not made any dental
visits; 16 percent indicated 1 dental visit; 11 per-

cent had 2 visits; 4 percent, 3 visits; and 9 per-

cent, 4 or more visits. Thus only about one fourth

of the population had been to their dentist at least
twice during the year.,

Table A shows the population distributed by
number of dental visits made during the past year

according to age. Those in the age range 5-44

visited the dentist more frequently than older or .-

younger people. About one third of the 5-44 year
age group had visited the dentist 2 or more times
during the 12 months prior to interviewing as
compared with one fifth of those 45-64 and one
tenth of those 65 years of age and err. This de-
crease in the number of dental visits among older
personsis to be expected in view of the high per-

cent of edentulous persons in this age group.

In table B, it can be seen that the responses
to the question concerning the number of dental
visits in the past year were, in general, consist-
ent with the responses to the question concerning
time interval since last dental visit, Males had a
greater proportion of persons reporting no visits
and a smaller proportion reporting 4 or more
visits thandid females., The proportion of persons
with no visits was lowest among urban dwellers
and highest amongv rural-farm residents, The
reverse was true for the proportion of persons
visiting the dentist 4 or more times during the
year preceding the intefview:

Southern residents had a larger proportion
reporting no visitsin the year and a smaller pro-
portion reporting 4 or more visits than any of the
other regions. The proportion of persons re-
porting no visits was greater among nonwhite
pexsons in the population than among white per-
sons, 80 percent as compared with 57 percent.

For bothfamily income and education of fam-
ily head, the proportion of persons having no den-
tal visits decreased with increasing income and
with increasing education, while the proportion -of
persons having 4 or more visits increased with
increasing.income and education. _

When family income and education of the fam-

ily head are cross-classified, it appears thateach.

Table A. Percent distribution of persons by number of dental visits durlng the year ac-
cording to age United States, July 1958-June 1959
Number of dental visits during the year
Age
Total 1 2-3 4+ Unknown
All ageg---==m==nn- 100 60 | 16 15 9 1
Q-limmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnm 100 91 6 2 B | 1
5=1fwmmmmmmm—mmmcm———m - 100 48 20 20 12 -
15-24~=wmcmecceccmcncnann - 100 47 19 18 15 | - 1
25-4fpmmcmc e e e mmeemem 100 52 19 18 11 1
45-6b4==-cmmmmcecmmmeeeme ~ 100 63 14 13 8 1
65+----me—cemmmceamea—aaa 100 81 8 6 4 1




Table B.

Percent distribution of persons by number of dental visits during the year

according to demographic characteristic: United States; July 1958-June 1959

Number of dental visits during the year

Characteristic ' :
» Total 0 1 2-3 | 4+ | Unknown
Total persong--=----===-cccccacoeceo-ceo- 100 | 60 16| 15 9 1
- Sex
Male=--==-=~eommeecceemcmmececc—mamcm——moe 100 | 62| 16| 14 8 1
Female----====ce=-ceccc-ceccccocacmammemann- 100 | 58| 16| 15 11 1
Residence
{
Urban----==-c-ceecmcccccoceae e ceea e mem 100 | 58| 16| 15 11 1
Rural nonfarm------cccccecmcccacrnaccccanwa- 100 61 16 14 8 1
Rural farme---=-ecccccccmcccrnmeac e ceneas 100 | 67 15| 12 5 1
Region
Northeast-=e=-cmccecmmcmmce e emme 100 541 15 16 14 1
North Central---=--=-cc-ememeccmcacncmananaa 100 { 59| ‘17| 15 9 1
SOUth=meem o e e e e 100 | 67 15| 12 6 1
WeSt--—=—cmm—=cmmceccmceelicccmmmcmcaaoelaees 100 | 57| 17| 16 10 1
Race
Whit@-=-=mmemm e e cmccecccmmaer e 100 | 571 16| 16 10 1
Nonwhite-===-cecemmmm e mce e e cccmeeee e 100 80 11 5 3 1
- ' Family income -
Under $2,000---===----- S g 100 | 78| 11 7 4 1
$2,000-3,999-=-mccocmmmemee e e 100 | 69 14{ 10 7 1
$4,000-6,999 -t cccmcaaemee- 100 | 57 17 16 10 -
$7,0004---=e--nm e mcccccccccceamee - 100 | 42| 20} 23 15 1
Education of family head
Under 5 years-==-=cccccmcoeccmcccncccnans - 100 82 9 5 3 1
5-8 years---=---cccceeceo--- P e L > 100 | 70 13} 10 7 1
9-12 yearS-----cmcm-cccmcmcccc e 100 | 57 17 15§ - 10 1
College--==-=-ccc-cmmmmcacce e cccmemeae 100 { 38| 21| 25 15 1
Family income and education
of family head X
Under $4,000 .
Under 9 years------------ SR, 100 79| 10] 6 4. 1
9+ years-=--=-e--cococecccmmmemmeemeccemmee 100 | 65 16| 12 8 -
$4,000+
Under 9 years-----ceceeececeaon-a- R ks 100} 63} 15| 12 9 _
9+ years=--------m-cmcmccceeemccccmmeoceeans 100 47 19 21 13 -




_bears an independént relationship to number of
dental visits, Within income groups, the propor-
tion of persons with no dental visits ciecreased
and the proportion of persons with 4 or more
visits increased with increasing education, Simi-
larly' within each education group, the proportion
of persons with n_d visits decreased and the pro-
portion of persons with 4 or mbré visits increased
with increasing income,

By examining the detailed tables pertaining

to number of dental visits during the past year,

tables 15-28, it can be seen that the differences
described above exist in the separate age groups
as well as for all ages combined. A
In comparing responses to the two types of
dental-care questions presented in this feport,‘
the reader may note that while the responses
were very consistent, there was a slightdiscrep-
ancy inthe two estimates of proportion of persons
visiting a dentist within the year, When asked
"How long has it beén since you went to a den-

tist?," 37 percent of the population responded with

time intervals of less than 1 year, When asked in
the second year of the survey "How many times
altogether in the last 12 months did you go to a
dentist?" a slightly higher proportion of the pop-
ulation (40 percent) replied that they had made 1
or more dental visits in the last year, This type
of difference occurred consistently throughout the

various subgroups of the population, Since the

"questions were asked at different times, the for-

mer during July 1957-June 1958 and the latter
during July 1958-June 1959, the data may be re-
vealing an increase in the amount of dental care
the population is receiving, - A more likely ex-
planétion, however, is that the differences in es-
timates resulted from a differencein the wording
of the questions. The first question emphasized
the length of time since the last dental visit while
the second emphasized the number of dental visits
made during a specified period of time, This
shiftin emphasis could have caused sufficient re-
sponse variation to bring-about the differences in

estimates noted.
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Table ‘1. Number of persons by time interval since last dental visit, sex, and age:
States, -July*1957- June 1958

Data are based on household |nterv|ew5 during July 1957-June 1958
may not add to totals due to rounding.
qualifications, and information on-the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I.

ulation of the United States.

are given in Appendix Iﬂ_
I

Detailed figures

United

Data refer to the cuvlllan non|n5t|tut|ona| pop-
The survey design, general
"Definitions of terms

Time interval since last dental visit
Sex and age Less‘ .
* Total than 6-11 1 year | 2-4 years | 0 Ye4TS | Nover | Unknown
.6 months | months or over
Number of peisons in thousands
Both sexes

All ages----=---- 168, 369 38,415 23,247 | 23,645 24,127 | 24,504} 30,394 4,037
0-4rmcmreccicmcccccaaa 19,352 1,136 486 323§ . 61 eee | 17,241 106
5-14-----emmmerec e 33,285 10,234 5,804 | 4,916 2,533 3601 9,172 268
15-24---ccmmcmacuccaa" 21,093 6,508 | 3,856 3,981 . 3,395 892 | 1,907 554
25-44-emcmmcmc e an 45,656 11,978 8,185 | 8,659 9,031 5,547 1,135 1,121
45-64----veceicmcaaann 34,470 7,021 4,107 | 4,644 6,873 10,133 587 1,106
65+----mmmcece e 14,512 1,538 809 1,124 2,234 7,572 353 883

Male - !

All ages--=------ 81,906 17,511 | 10,911 | 11,589 11,932 11;771 15,820 2,372
0-b4--cmmmmcmmccc e 9,858 567 248 159 29 ... | 8,799 54
5-14----ecmreecccaca- 16,982 5,012 | 2,978 | 2,564 1,325 194 | 4,773 135
15-24-=----cmmcmcccem 9,801 2,732 | 1,646 1,844 1,735 466 | 1,025 352
25-44=-=-mmmmcemrreae 21,885 5,262 | 3,760 | 4,189 4,418 2,856 641 | 758
45-6bmmmmmmmmneeeee 16,739 3,227 | 1,895 | 2,308 3,429 | 4,841 371 668
65F-—mm e e 6,641 711 384 525 _ 995 3,413 209 404

Female

All ages-=-=------ 86,463 20,904 | 12,336 | 12,056 | = 12,195 12,733 | 14,575 1,665
O-bmmmmmmmmm e mm e 9,494 568 238 164 o3 oo | 8,442 52
5-1l4=--cvecececcccan-aa 16,303 5,223 2,826 | 2,352 1,208 165 | 4,398 | 132
15-24~~-ccmmmmmccccun 11,292 3,776 | 2,211 | 2,136 1,660 .426 882 202
25-44-mcmmcmc e 23,772 6,716 | 4,425 | 4,470 4,613 2,691 493 363
45-64~=-w-cmmmmmmeeeee 17,731 3,794 | 2,212 | 2,336 3,444 5,292 215 438
65F-----mmmm e 7,871 827 - 425 598 1,239 4,159 144
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Table 2.

‘[pata are based on household interview§ during July 1957-June 1958.
ulation of.the United States.

to sex and age:

Detailed figures

may not add to totals due to rounding.

Percent distribution of persons by time interval since last dental visit according
United States, July 1957-June 1958

Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional pop-
The survey design, general

[V, )

o oW

qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms
are given in Appendix Iﬂ : ’
Time interval since last dental visit
Sex and age i.ess ’ .
: Total than 6-11 |, year | 2-4 years | 2 ¥ears | Never | Unknown
: 6 months | months |- . ar over
/
Both_ sexes
All ages-=-=-=--- 100.0 22.8 .13.8 .14.0 14.3 14.6 | 18.1 2.4
0-lmmmmmmmmemmmmmmmem 100.0 5.9 2.5 1.7 0.3 .| 8e. 0.5
5-14--cmemmmmmmce oo 100.0 30.7 17.4 14.8 7.6 1.1 27.6 0.8
15-24--~cccmmcmcicana-a 100.0 30.9 18.3 18.9 16.1 4.2 9.0 .2,
25-4fmmcmmmmmm e ea e 100.0 .26.2 17.9 19.0 19.8 12.1 2.5 2,
45-64=-----cmcecccana- 100.0 20.4 11.9 13.5 19.9 29.4 1.7 3.2
65t-v-mmec e 100.0 10.6 5.6 7.7 15.4 52,2 2.4 6.1
Male
All ages---~---- 100.0 21.4 13.3 14.1 14.6 14.4 19.3 2.9
0-4-=-mremmmmcccce e 100.0 5.8 2.5 1.6 0.3 .o 89.3 0.5
5-14e-cmmmcrmccccacaa 100.0 29.5 17.5 15.1 7.8 1.1 28.1 0.8
15-24===ccumemcncncua- 100.0 27.9 16.8 18.8 17.7 4.8 10.5 3.6
25-4fmmmmmemmmmm e e 100.0 24,0 17.2 19.1 20.2 13.1 2.9 3.5
45-64==-cmmreccacncaa- 100.0 19.3 11.3 13.8 20.5 28.9 2.2 4,0
65t----mmmmec e e m e 100.0, 10.7 5.8 7.9 15.0 51.4 3.1 6.1
Female

All ages-------- .100.0 24.2| 14.3| 13.9 14.1 14.7 16.9 1.9

0-4---mmcmermmeccnm e 100.0 6.0 2.5 1.7 0.3 88.9 0.

S5«l4--mmmmecmcmmmeea—- 100.0 32.0 17.3 14.4 7.4 1.0 27.0 0.

15-24-==-=--eccocucnceaaa- 100.0 33.4 19.6 18.9 14,7 3.8 7.8 1

25-4f4~mcmmcmmmccmcc e 100.0 28.3 18.6 18.8 19.4 11.3 2,1 1
45-64=mcmnmmcmmccaman 100.0 21.4 12.5 13.2 19.4 29.8 1.2 2.5
65t---memcrcccccccnaa 100.0 10.5 5.4 7.6 15.7 52.8 1.8 6.1

12



.Table 3. Number of persons by time interval since last-dental visit, residence, and age:’
.United States, July 1957-June 1958 ’ ’

Emta are based on household interviews during-July 1957-June 1958.
Detailed figures

ulation of the United States.

qualifications, and information on the reliability of ‘the estimates are given in

- are given in Appendix l]

‘.

Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional -pop-—
may not add to totals due to rounding.

The survey design, general

Appendix |.. Definitions of terms
LN

) ‘Time interval since last dental visit
Residence and age _ Less .
o Total than’ 6-11 | year | 2-4 years 3 years | yover | Unknown
6 months | months . L _|.or over .
\
Number of persons in thousands
' " 'All areas _ A )

All ages-------- 168,369 | 38,415 23,247 | 23,645 24,127 | 24,504°| 30,394 4,037
0-bmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeen 19,352 1,136 | 486 323 61 e 17,20 106
5=1fe-momcmeidomoonion 33,285 10,234 | 5,804 | 4,916 2,533. 360 | 9,172 268
15-24-==ccmmcmccmcmacn 21,093 6,508 | 3,856 | 3,981 3,395 892 { 1,907 554
254 mmcommmiionecene 45,656 | 11,978 | 8,185 | 8,659 9,031 ] 5,547 | 1,135 1,121
45-6lmmmnmmmmmmmmmmmenn 3,470 | 7,021 | 4,107 | 4,644 | - 6,873 10,133| 587 1,106 -
65— mmmmmmmmecmee 14,512 1,538 | 809 1,124 | 2,23 | 7,572| - 353 883

Urban '

All ages-------- | 102,985 | 25,157 | 14,867 | 14,685 | 14,759 | 14,823 | 16,194 2,500
0-bmmmmmmmmmmlomcanane 11,145 684 | 299 189’ 35 ... | 9,876 63
5-lf4o=cmmmmmmmmmmaonae 18,495 6,238 | 3,429 | 2,746 1,392 188 | 4,349 153
15-24mmmmmmmm i e 12,967 4,386 2,546 | 2,406 | 1,912 504 | 869 343
25-blymmmmmmmmmmmmeeeo 28,347 7,748 | 5,205 | 5,362 | = 5,486 | 3,230 | 612 © 704 -
45-6b=nn-mnmmmmimmmaean 22,729 4,996 2,812 | 3,197 | - 4,486 | 6,242 292 703
65— —=mimiSmncitamaan 9,303 1,104 [ 576 785 1,449 4,660 195 534

" Rural nonfarm; . ' -

All ages---=-=n- 44,334 9,630 | 6,227 | 6,154 6,203 | 6,133 | 8,952 1,035
0-lm==mmmmmmemcmean 5,932 357 | 138 "96 23 ... | 5,283 34
5-lbonmcmmmmmimcacooae 9,885 2,921 | 1,769 | 1,487° 727 116 | 2,779 85

B S R . C . ) -
15-2b==-cmmmmommmeioon 5,122 1,464 915 | 1,048 924 228 | - 404 139
25-bfmcmmmmmmccmemnnee 12,532 3,200 | 2,307 | 2;370 2,545 | 1,571 254 285
45-6b==tommamcnciacan 7,499 1,418 936 934 1,469 | 2,343 | . 142 258
65tmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeean 3,364 269 162 219 516 | 1,876 90 233

Rural’ farm ) '

© All ages-=---=-- 21,049 3,628 | 2,153 | 2,806 3,165 | 3,547 | 5,249 502
0-bmmmmmmmmmmimmeies 2,275 - 9 49 38 3 .. | 2,082 9
5-14mmmmmemmmcmmmeecan 4,905 1,075 606 683 414 56 | 2,044 .29
15-24=--rmmmmmmmmmmmee 4 3,004 658 -.395| 526 | 560 160 | - 634 71
25-bfymmmmmmmmmm e 4,777 1,030 673 926 { 1,001 747 269 132
45-6bmmmmmmmm i mm e e 4,242 606 359 513 918 | 1,549 152 145
Y 1,846 | 166 | 72 120 269 | 1,036 69 116




Table 4. Percent distribution of persons by time interval since last dental visit according
¢ to residence and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958

. - . .- ’
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957-June i958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional pop-
ulation of the United States. ODetailed figures may not add to totals due to rounding. The survey design, general
qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms
are given in Appendix ll] ’ -

_ Time interval since last dental visit
'Residence and age o Less ’ . _
. Total than 6-11 11 vear | 2-4 years | ° Years | Never | Unknown
: 6 months months or over
All areas )

All ages--==----- 100.0 22.8| 13.8| 14.0 14.3 14.6 | 18.1 2.4
 Qefmmmmmmmemm e 100.0 5.9 2.5 1.7 0.3 .| 89.1 0.5 -
5-1b4e-mcmmmmmmmecceee 100.0 30.7| 17.4] 14.8 7.6 1.1| 27.6 0.8
15-24===mcmcommmemaeen " 100.0 30.9| 18.3] 18.9 16.1 4.2 9.0 2.6
P L Y AR 100.0 26.2| 17.9] .19.0 19.8 12.1 2.5 2.5
45-64=n=mmmmecemmmmmme "100.0 20.4| 11.9| 13.5 -19.9] " 29.4 1.7 3.2
65-mmmmmmmmmemmmmem s 100.0 10.6 5.6 7.7 ©15.4 52.2 2.4 6.1 - |
\ . ) .

Urban

All -ages-------- '100.0 | . 24.4| 14.3]| 14.3 1.3 14.4| 15.7 2.4
Y 100.0 6.1 2.7 1.7 0.3 ....| 8s.6 0.6
[ 100.0 33.7| 18.5| 14.8 7.5 1.0] 23.5 0.8
15-2f--cccmcmemmmmaa 100.0 33.8| -19.6 | 18.6 14.7 3.9 6.7 2.6
25-4bmmmmmmmcmmem e e 1100.0 27.3| 18.4] 18.9 19.4 11.4 2.2 2.5
45-6b==-===mmmmmmmmmns 100.0 22.0| 12.4| 14.1 ©19.7 27.5 1.3 3.1
65F-=mmmmmmemmmmmmman 100.0 1.9 6.2 8.4 15.6 50.1 2.1 5.7

Rural nonfarm

All ages-------- 100.0 21.7| 14.0] 13.9 14.0 13.8 | -20.2 2.3
. 100.0 6.0 2.3 1.6 0.4 .| 89.1 0.6
L3 P —————- 100.0 29.5| 17.9| 15.0° 7.4 1.2 . 28.1] 0.9
15-24=c-mmmmmmmmemiman "100.0. 28.6 | 17.9| 20.5 " 18.0 4.5 7.9 2.7
25-4lmmmmmmmmmeme e 100.0 25.5| 18.4| 18.9 20.3 12.5 2.0 2.3
45-64=mmmmmmmmmmm e 100.0 18.9| 12.5| 12.5 19.6 31.2] 1.9 3.4
3 '100.0 8.0 4.8 6.5 15.3 55.8 2.7 |. 6.9

Rural farm ‘

All ages-------~ 100.0 17.2] 10.2] 13.3 15.0| 16.9] 24.9 2.4
0-lmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm e 1